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PART 1: IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS ON 

HOUSEHOLD WELL-BEING – INTRODUCTION

Central Bureau 

About half of the 
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Figure 7.1

Multidimensional Deterioration in the State of Households due to the Crisisa

a The respondents were asked about their condition relative to their precrisis condition: "Compared to your 
state of health prior to the crisis, how would you describe your state of health today?"; "Compared to your 
mental state prior to the crisis, how would you describe your mental state today?"; and "Due to the COVID-19 
crisis, to what extent has your financial state and that of your household changed?".  In the "Concern over 
covering expenses" category, the data relate to the rate of those who responded to the question "To what 
extent are you concerned about difficulty in covering expenses?" that they are concerned to a great extent or 
to some extent.

SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience Survey.
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Figure 7.2

Net Balancesa of Deteriorations in Health, Mental, and Financial States due to COVID-19
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a The net balance is the difference between the rate of respondents whose situation has deteriorated and the rate of respondents whose 
situation has improved.  An increase in the net balance indicates worsening, as more respondents report that their situation has
deteriorated or deteriorated greatly.  The question regarding the financial state in the coming year was: "In the coming 12 months, do you 
think your financial situation and that of your household will....".

SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience Survey.
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Figure 7.3

Change in the Number of Wage Earners in the Household, by Wage 

Income Quintilesa, Head of Household Aged 25–64

a The household labor income quintiles are calculated by the total wages of the head of household and 
his or her spouse in 2019.  The change in the number of wage earners eflects the change in the number 
of actual employed persons belonging to the household (excluding temporary absentees) compared with 
the corresponding month in 2019.
b The average for the COVID-19 months in 2020: March–December.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.

b b b b b
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Figure 7.4

International Comparison of Education System 

Operation Policy, 2020–21 School Year

SOURCE: UNESCO data.  The average number of school days on 
which each of the policy alternatives was used, minus vacation days.  
The simple average of all OECD countries.  The calculation was 
made during the period from September 2020 to February 2021.
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Figure 7.5

School Dropout Rates

a. 7th–12th grades by population group

SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Statistical Abstract of Israel, Table 4.26 - 7th–12th grade students who 
dropped out of the Ministry of Education's education system, various years.
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Average Years of Schooling for Those Born in 

Israel between 1953 and 1965, and Events that 

Took Place While they were in Secondary 

School

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force 
Surveys for various years.
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PART 3: GENDER DIFFERENCES IN THE IMPACT OF COVID-19

Haredi
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anomalous change compared with September and October 2018, apparently due to differences in the
timing of the Jewish New Year holidays.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.

Figure 7.7

Change in Employment Status Compared to the Corresponding Month of 

the Previous Year, 2019–20
(Non-Haredi Jewish individuals aged 25–64)



BANK OF ISRAEL, ANNUAL REPORT, 2020

Haredi

25

25

Table 7.1

March April December

COVID-19 

periood 

average
a

March April December

COVID-19 

periood 

average
a

Not in the labor force 3% 2% 4% 3% 3% 4% 5% 5%

Unemployed 1% 1% 4% 2% - - 2% 1%

Temporarily absent from work 18% 37% 11% 16% 19% 35% 9% 14%

Employed full or part time 78% 60% 81% 78% 78% 60% 83% 79%

March April December

COVID-19 

periood 

average
a

March April December

COVID-19 

periood 

average
a

Not in the labor force 2% 4% 1% 2% 4% 5% 2% 3%

Unemployed 1% 2% 3% 3% - - 4% 2%

Temporarily absent from work 13% 23% 7% 10% 12% 26% 9% 11%

Employed full or part time 84% 72% 89% 85% 83% 68% 85% 83%

- Few observations, accounting for about 1 percent.
a
 Average of the months March to December 2020.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.

Change in employment state, individuals who were employed in the previous year

Men aged 25–49 Men aged 50–64

(percentage of total employed persons in the previous year)

Women aged 25–49 Women aged 50–64
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Figure 7.8

Women's Employment and Rate of Change in Total Employment During COVID-19, 

Individuals Aged 25–64

The size of the bubble reflects the weight of the industry/occupation in employment, based on the average for the months March–December
2019. The change in total employment is the average number of employed persons in the industry/profession between March and
December 2020 compared with the average number of employe persons between March and December 2019.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.
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Figure 7.9

Changes in the Number of Employed Individuals by Industry and

Occupation, Aged 25–64

Each bubble represents a combination of industry and occupation, and the size of the bubble represents its
average weight in total employment in 2019.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.
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(Non-Haredi Jews aged 25–64)

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys.
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PART 4: THE ELDERLY IN THE COVID-19 PERIOD
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Women Men

Data from 2020 Labor Force Survey

Number of individuals
c 927,196 458,021 179,381 57,239 232,555

Percentage of total elderly 49 19 6 25

Age 74.7 73.3 77.0 76.9 75.2

Arabs (percent) 8% 6% 6% 1% 16%

Haredim  (percent) 3% 4% 2% 2% 3%

Home ownership 79% 83% 70% 59% 82%

Employed
d
 March–December 2019 25% 25% 22% 28% 25%

Employed
d
 March–December 2020 21% 21% 18% 25% 21%

Employed
d
 March–December 2019 3% 4% 1% 3% 2%

Employed
d
 March–December 2020 3% 4% 2% 3% 2%

Lowest quintile (percent)
e

18% 16% 31% 30% 12%

Second quintile (percent) 20% 20% 18% 23% 19%

Third quintile (percent) 17% 16% 14% 19% 19%

Fourth quintile (percent) 20% 19% 14% 15% 26%

Highest quintile (percent) 25% 29% 23% 14% 24%

Very peripheral 2% 2% 3% 1% 1%

Peripheral 10% 10% 11% 11% 11%

Intermediate localities 20% 19% 19% 21% 21%

Central 23% 22% 30% 23% 22%

Very central 46% 47% 39% 44% 45%

Has private health insurance 32% 37% 19% 19% 35%

Expenditure on private health insurance as a share of net income 3% 3% 5% 4% 2%

Expenditure on private health insurance as a share of total consumption expenditure 2% 2% 3% 3% 2%

SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Surveys and Household Expenditure Surveys.

c
 Data are from February 2020.

d
 Rate of those actually employed full or part time (excluding absentees).

e
 Quintiles of net equivalized individual income (20 percent of individuals are in each quintile).

Aged 65–74

Aged 75+

Data from 2018 Household Expenditure Survey

a
 Individuals above age 65.

b
 Including elderly who live in a household with a caregiver, children, or spouse and others.

Attributes of the elderly (65+)

Total elderly
a Live with 

spouse

Live alone
Others

b
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Figure 7.11

Multidimensional Deterioration in the State of the Elderly Due to the Crisisa

a The respondents were asked about their condition relative to their precrisis condition ("Compared to your 
state of health prior to the crisis, how would you describe your state of health today?" "Compared to your 
mental state prior to the crisis, how would you describe your mental state today?" "Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
to what extent has your financial state and that of your household changed?"  In the "Concern over covering 
expenses" category, the data relate to the rate of those who responded to the question "To what extent are 
you concerned about difficulty in covering expenses?" that they are concerned to a great extent or to some 
extent.

SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience Survey.
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Figure 7.12

Net Balancesa of Deteriorations in Health, Mental, and Financial States Among the Elderly

a The net balance is the difference between the rate of respondents whose situation has deteriorated and the rate of respondents whose situation 
has improved.  
SOURCE: Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience Survey.
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PART 5: THE ARAB SECTOR

a. The economic situation of the Arab sector on the eve of the crisis
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Table 7.3

Jewish Arab

Gross monthly income (NIS) 20,046 11,883

Net monthly income (NIS) 18,132 12,260

Rate of households whose income is below the poverty line 0.13 0.45

Rate of households where both parents work

(among households with children up to age 18)

Number of children up to age 18 per household with children 2.33 2.68

Hourly wage of men (NIS) 62.67 39.51

Employment rate of men 0.86 0.77

Employment rate of women 0.82 0.38

Rate of people employed without a contract or at a manpower company 

(among salaried employees, 2016)
b 0.28 0.56

Rate of people employed as day laborers (among salaried employees, 2016)
b 0.02 0.09

Years of schooling 14.89 11.78

Rate of those with a matriculation certificate or higher 0.75 0.48

Difference in the attributes of Jewish and Arab households and individuals
a
, 2018

a
 Data are taken from the 2018 Household Expenditure Survey, unless otherwise noted.  Data at the household level are 

calculated for all households.  Data at the individual level are calculated for individuals in the primary working ages 

(25–64).
b
 Social Survey of Israel.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics.

0.66 0.29

6%

32%

45%

7%
10%

1%

10%

47%

3%

39%

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

Figure 7.13

Which of the Following Best Describes Your and Your Family's Situation? 

(2018)

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Long-Term Household Survey (sixth wave, 2018).
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Reported

savings
a

Actual

savings
b

Jewish Israelis (average) 5,823 4,344

Arab Israelis (average) 1,344 -1,673

Gap between Jewish and Arab israelis, gross 4,479 6,017

Gap between Jewish and Arab Israelis after accounting for income differences
c 2,719 2,676

Gap between Jewish and Arab Israelis after accounting for differences in income, 

education, home ownership, and employment and demographic variables
d 2,909 2,093

d
 The coefficient of the dummy variable for "Arab" in the estimation of the regression on total savings, after controlling for disposable 

income, the number of people and number of wage earners in the household, and the age, education, employment, and family status of the 

head of household.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statstics Household Expenditure Survey.

Table 7.4

(NIS)

a
 Reported savings are savings according to the Central Bureau of Statistics definition in the Income and Expenditure Surveys.  These are 

savings in savings plans, provident funds, pension funds, life insurance, managers' insurance, real estate investments, repayments of 

mortgages and housing loans, vehicle purchases, debt repayments, and monetary differentials between purchasing and selling furniture, 

vehicles, and other equipment.
b
 Actual savings are calculated as net monetary income minus expenses on current consumption.

c
 The coefficient of the dummy variable for "Arab" in the estimation of the regression on total savings, after controlling for the level of 

disposable income.

Savings among Jewish and Arab Israelis (2018)
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b. Economic damage from the COVID-19 crisis in the Arab sector

1%

12%

2%

6%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Jews

Arabs

No bank account Blocked bank account

Figure 7.14

Rate of Households Without a Bank Account or 

With a Blocked Account

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Long-Term 
Household Survey (sixth wave, 2018).

The rate of Arab 



BANK OF ISRAEL, ANNUAL REPORT, 2020

Haredi



CHAPTER 7: WELFARE POLICY ISSUES

Jews

Arabs

0%

20%

40%

60%

April May July October

42%
54%
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Total period (April–October)

Figure 7.15

Rate of Those Reporting a Deterioration in 

their Financial State Due to the COVID-19 

Crisis

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Civil
Resilience Survey (waves 1–4).

Jews

Arabs
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20%

40%

60%
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14%

26%

Jews Arabs

Total period (April–October)

Figure 7.16

Rate of Those Reporting that they Reduced 

Food Consumption Due to the COVID-19 

Crisis

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience 
Survey (waves 1–4).
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Haredi

Table 7.5

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

Jewish Arab Gross gap
a

Net gap
b Jewish Arab Gross gap

a
Net gap

b

Total 41.6 53.8 12.2** 6.2** 14.1 25.7 11.6** 8.6**

Aged 25–44 47.3 53.5 6.2** 2.2 13.8 26.1 12.3** 8.9**

Aged 44+ 36.3 54.2 18.0** 12.2** 14.4 25.0 10.6** 7.8**

Men 42.3 59.2 16.9** 10.5** 13.3 27.4 14.0** 10.8**

Women 40.9 48.6 7.7** 0.9 14.8 24.0 9.2** 6.4**

With children at home 45.3 56.6 11.3** 6.7** 13.8 27.1 14.0** 10.8**

No children at home 37.0 47.8 10.8** 1.9 14.4 22.1 7.7** 3.4

Academic education 36.1 50.1 14.0** 5.4 9.2 13.2 4 0.2

No academic education 43.8 54.3 10.5** 5.8* 16.1 27.4 11.3** 10.1**

Employed (salaried only)
c 36.7 46.0 9.2** 7.8** 12.5 23.0 10.6** 9.1**

Unemployed
d 48.5 57.6 9.0** 3.3 15.4 25.0 9.5** 8.3**

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience Survey (waves 1–4).

Differences between Jewish and Arab Israelis in how the COVID-19 pandemic affected their financial state and food 

consumption, by segment

Rate of those reporting a deterioration of their 

financial state (%)

Rate of those reporting a decline in food 

consumption (%)

c
 The number of self-employed Arabs in the survey is very low, and was therefore omitted from this calculation.

d
 We cannot consistently and reliably distinguish between individuals who lost their jobs due to the COVID-19 crisis and those who were unemployed 

beforehand.

a
 The gross gap is not necessarily the same as the difference between the "Jewish" and "Arab" columns of the table due to rounding to the first decimal.

** Statistically significant at a 5 percent level; * Statistically significant at a 10 pecent level.

b
 The net gap is the difference between the groups after taking the following individual traits into consideration (through a regression): Age group, gender, 

children at home, and the individual's academic education and employment.
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a A persistent worker is defined as an individual who was fully surveyed in the Labor Force Survey (8 times), and 
worked during the entire survey period.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Labor Force Survey.

Figure 7.17

Average Number of Weekly Work Hours Among Persistent Workersa, 2020

Compared with 2019

75%

27%

0%

40%

80%

Non-Haredi Jews Arabs

a Fewer than 1.3 people per room, Internet connection, and less 
than three school-aged children per computer.

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Household 
Expenditure Survey (2018); Bank of Israel (2020), "Preparedness 
for Distance Learning at the Student and School Levels—Insights 
from PISA 2018 and the Household Expenditure Survey".

Figure 7.18

Rate of Households with A High Rate of 

Accessibility to Distance Learning 

Infrastructurea

25%

33%

0%

20%

40%

Jews Arabs

SOURCE: Based on Central Bureau of Statistics Civil Resilience 
Survey (waves 1–4).

Figure 7.19

Rate of Those Reporting A Deterioration in 

Their Children's Emotional State
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69.5%

52%

75%

48%
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COVID-19
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Jews Arabs

a. Rate of class participation at 
institutions of higher education, before 

and during the crisis

b. Rate of connection to online classes 
via personal computera

a As opposed to a mobile phone or a computer belonging to family or friends.

SOURCE: Aharon Institute survey of students, June 2020; M. Tahaoko, N.H. Haj-Yihya, and H. Matar (2021). “The Gaps 
between Jewish and Arab Students in the COVID-19 Period”, Special Policy Paper, Aharon Institute for Economic Policy 
(in Hebrew).

Figure 7.20

Adverse Impact to Arab Students During the COVID-19 Crisis
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Figure 1

Number of COVID-19 Deaths per 100,000 Residents in OECD Countriesa,

Gross and Equivalized to Israel's Age Distributionb

(deaths until mid-February 2021c)

a The OECD countries listed do not include Turkey, eastern European countries (Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia), or those in central and South America (Chile, Colombia, and 
Mexico).  Those countries were not included in the comparison due to the lack of available data on COVID-19-
related mortality by age group and/or the unreliability of data on deaths.  Data on the UK include Wales but not 
Scotland.
b In each country, the number of deaths per 100,000 residents was calculated for each age group, multiplied by that 
age group's share of total Israeli residents.  For the vast majority of countries (including Israel), the age distribution 
of the population is as of 2019, while for the others it is as of 2018.
c For the vast majority of the countries, the data are as of February 10-18, 2021, and for others they are as of a later 
date (up to February 23, 2021 at the latest) or an earlier date in February.  The data for israel are as of February 18, 
2021.
SOURCE: COVID-19 deaths: Israel–Ministry of Health; Other countries–Ministries of Health, government research 
institutes in the field of health, and statistics bureaus.  (Some of the data are provided on the National Institute for 
Demographic Studies (INED) at https://dc-covid.site.ined.fr/en/data.)  Age distributions: Israel–Central Bureau of 
Statistics; Other countries–United Nations (http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=POP&f=tableCode%3A22).
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Figure 2

Number of COVID-19 Infect, Hospitalized, Patients in Serious Condition, and 

Deaths per Weeka

Third lockdown 
(tightened)

First
lockdown

a The week beginning on the date indicated on the horizontal axis.  Includes those who are not Israeli citizens.  The 
number of infected and deaths is the weekly aggregate number, and those who are hospitalized and in serious 
condiiton is the weekly average.

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health (https://data.gov.oil/dataset/covid-19.
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Figure 3

Number of Cumulative COVID-19 Tests per 1,000 Persons and Rate of Positive Tests

a Up to January 1, 2021.
b Municipalities and local councils only.  Data up to January 14, 2021.
The analysis is at the statistical area (neighborhood) level. Haredi statistical area–Haredi homogeneity level of 6 or lower based on voting rates 
for the United Torah Judaism and Shas political parties (see Gurovich and Cohen-Kastro (2004)).  Arab statistical area–Most residents are 
Muslim or Christian Arabs or Druze.  Population data as of the end of 2017.

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health–Statistical area COVID-19 data groups and age and gender COVID-19 data 
(https://data.gov.il/dataset/covid-19), Gurovich and Cohen-Kastro (2004), and Central Bureau of Statistics.
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Rate of COVID-19 Infected and Hospitalized Patientsa by Population and Age Groups
(percent)
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people in that age group, and then multiplied by the non-Haredi Jewish share of that age group as a share of the total non-Haredi Jewish 
population.

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health, Central Bureau of Statistics, and Malach and Kahaner (2020).
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Figure 5

The Effect of Belonging to a Population Group on the Probability of Being Infected 

or Hospitalizeda Compared to the Probability of a Non-Haredi Jewish Israeli, 

Before and After Controlling for Socioeconomic and Demographic Characteristicsb

a Up to January 31, 2021. Israeli citizens aged 15 and over.
b Based on logit estimates of the probability of being infected/hospitalized for COVID-19, as dependent on some/all of the following 
explanatory variables (characteristics): population group, man, age group, number of children in each age group, household density 
(persons per room), spatial density (number of persons per square kilometer in the statistical area of the residence [neighborhood] 
divided into tertiary groups), size of locality (rural, urban [in thousands of residents]: up to 50, 50–100, over 100), residential district, 
married, dummy for years of schooling (not including yeshiva) over 12, and decile of family labor income as an employee or self-
employed (in 2018, the base group is the unemployed). The figures present the odd ratio. All the estimates of population groups are 
significant at a level of 1 percent.
c Number of persons per square kilometer in the statistical area of residence (the neighborhood).

Source: Based on Ministry of Health and Central Bureau of Statistics.
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Figure 6

Average Number of COVID-19 Patients in a Household with at Least One 

Patienta, by Household Size and Population Groupb

a Not including the first infected patient. Identification of the second  patient is up to two weeks after the first patient 
and the same for the following patients relative to those preceding them. A household is included in the calculation 
only at the first infection. An administrative household includes married spouses and children up to the age of 21 
(as long as they are not married). Some of these family members may have not actually lived in the administrative 
household, or additional persons may have lived in the household who are not the above family members. Trimming 
5% of the bottom and top values of the number of infected persons in the household has almost no effect on the 
average number of infections.
b In nonreligious Jewish households, the number of patients rises rapidly when the number of persons (not including 
the first patient) increases beyond 5. These households are not common, and usually have relatively low
socioeconomic characteristics.

Source: Ministry of Health, Central Bureau of Statistics and Bank of Israel processing.
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Haredi

Haredi Haredi

Arab school 

system

State and State-

Religious Haredi

Grade level

1–3 4.0 14.5 3.4

4–6 4.2 18.3 3.9

7–9 5.4 26.6 4.7

10–12 8.2 29.9 5.8

Higher Yeshivot
b 28.9

Education stage

Primary 8.6 29.8 13.6

Middle 3.9 11.6

Secondary and lower Yeshivot 5.8 29.3 12.5

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health and Central Bureau of Statistics.

Rate of COVID-19-infected students and teachers by grade level and sector
a

(percent)

Table 1

a
 Up to January 31, 2021.  Israeli citizens only.  Student data are as of the 2019-20 school year, while 

those of teachers also include the 2020-21 school year.
b
 Including Kollel  academies for married students.

Jewish school system

Students

Teachers
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Infected Students as a Share of Total Infecteda, Weekly Datab, by Sector and 
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End of school 
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school 
system
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school 
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a The rate of infected students as a share of infected in the entire sector.
b The week that begins on the date listed on the horizontal axis.  Israeli citizens only.
c For most girls in the Haredi system, the school year normally starts and ends on the same day as in the non-Haredi
system.  The same is true for boys in the Ma'ayan HaChinuch HaTorani and Chinuch Atzmai systems.  Boys in 
exempt institutions were supposed to end their school year on July 29, 2020, had it not been for COVID-19.

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health and Central Bureau of Statistics.
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State Haredi

1a 1b 2 3 4 5

Open schools (b) ***1.023

Up to 2 weeks after their closure (c) ***1.073

2–4 weeks after their closure (d) ***1.019 ***1.019 ***1.036 0.998 ***0.952 ***1.019

(b+c)xHaredi ***0.976

(b+c)xArab ***0.980

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Health and Central Bureau of Statistics.

Arab school 

system

*** Significant at a 1 percent level.

Table 2

The chances of students being infected with COVID-19 by period, compared with their changes in the 

two weeks preceding the opening of the schools

Estimated period
Total

Jewish  school system
Total

***1.036 ***1.052 ***1.018 ***1.008 ***1.048

(probability ratio)
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