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Internal Migration in Israel*

Kobi Braude and Guy Navon 

Abstract

This paper characterizes families that changed their locality of residence within Israel �
internal migration. The analysis draws on a nation-wide sample of households in 1983 and 
1995, combining the characteristics of the migrants with those of the localities of origin and 
destination. The findings indicate that: internal migration is of significant scope with 17 
percent of the families examined changing their locality; the likelihood of migrating rises with 
income and educational attainment, and declines with age up to a certain point, after which 
the latter trend is reversed; localities differ substantially in their balance of migration and the 
characteristics of the migrants. We further analyze two important processes that have attracted 
considerable public attention: the rise of the suburbs, and the weakening of the development 
towns. We find that strong populations leave the metropolitan areas – in particular, the 
strongest move to affluent suburbs and rural communities. We also document a significant net 
flow out of the development towns, especially among young well-educated couples. Those 
who leave the development towns differ in their destination: Many of those leaving the 
development towns in the north stay in the region – the strongest of whom move to rural 
communities there – while among those leaving the towns in the south, a larger fraction 
moves to the center of the country. The net negative migration balance in the development 
towns is all the more noteworthy considering the longstanding policy to strengthen these 
towns and the periphery in general. The flow of strong families – from the metropolitan areas 
as well as from the development towns – to smaller and more homogeneous localities has 
important policy implications regarding the rise in disparities among localities.  
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  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 8.62 6.87 6.92 8.59   )401( 

    Prob.(0.03) (0.08) (0.14) (0.28) 
 Chi2 3.41 2.93 3.04 4.25   )301 ,

401 (   Prob.(0.33) (0.40) (0.55) (0.75) 
 "  Chi2 3.35 1.77 6.28 8.03 

   Prob.(0.34) (0.62) (0.18) (0.33) 
   Chi2 0.50 0.36 1.32 3.49 

   Prob.(0.92) (0.95) (0.86) (0.84) 
 

2      
  Chi2 14.96  11.19 10.18 

   Prob.(0.00)  (0.02) (0.04) 
  Chi2  2.87 2.20 1.87 

   Prob. (0.58) (0.70) (0.76) 
  Chi2 6.85 3.69 4.02 2.45 

   Prob.(0.14) (0.45) (0.40) (0.65) 
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   Chi2    2.69 

   Prob.   (0.61) 
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       '-5.1 : Multinomial Logit     -1 
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  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 43.37 10.28 39.22 41.75   ,  

 )301 (   Prob.(0.00) (0.02) (0.00) (0.00) 
 Chi2 12.96 13.78 18.75 22.13  , ) 401 (

  Prob.(0.00) (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 
 Chi2 4.45 6.29 6.02 7.06    , 

) 302 ,402( ,   Prob.(0.22) (0.10) (0.20) (0.42) 
   Chi2 17.55 4.25 12.66 12.47 

   Prob.(0.00) (0.24) (0.01) (0.09) 
 

2      
  Chi2 45.54  35.52 27.60 

   Prob.(0.00)  (0.00) (0.00) 
  Chi2  11.35 4.02 2.92 

   Prob. (0.02) (0.40) (0.57) 
  Chi2 0.34 0.64 1.86 3.17 
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   0.086  0.032 0.047 
   (1.32)  (0.43) (0.61) 
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    (1.92) (1.45) (1.74) 
   0.060 0.060 0.075 0.044 
   (0.44) (0.36) (0.45) (0.22) 
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   ,  
)302 ,402( , 
   -0.020  -0.024 -0.037 
   (-0.36)  (-0.36) (-0.54) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.10) (0.18) (0.10) 
   0.010 -0.005 -0.004 0.062 
   (0.10) (-0.04) (-0.04) (0.40) 
   2 No No No Yes 

  
   0.098  0.102 0.109 
   (2.02)  (1.86) (1.96) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.42) (0.97) (0.46) 
   -0.058 -0.023 -0.005 0.074 
   (-0.77) (-0.28) (-0.06) (0.66) 
   2 No No No Yes 
            

  780 658 658 646 
LR   92.84 45.63 81.19 98.11 
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 '-6.2 :   Multinomial Logit     -  
)     -( 

 
  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 11.54 5.72 8.83 15.46 -  Prob.(0.01) (0.13) (0.07) (0.031) 
 Chi2 21.72 7.45 18.13 19.49   ,  

)301 (  Prob.(0.00) (0.06) (0.00) (0.01) 
 Chi2 40.71 9.45 34.19 35.32  , ) 401 (

  Prob.(0.00) (0.02) (0.00) (0.00) 
 Chi2 6.38 7.17 6.23 8.45   ) 401 (

"  Prob.(0.09) (0.07) (0.18) (0.29) 
 Chi2 4.56 2.26 2.38 3.56    , 

) 302 ,402( ,  Prob.(0.21) (0.52) (0.67) (0.83) 
 Chi2 7.41 1.94 5.42 8.27    Prob.(0.06) (0.58) (0.25) (0.31) 

 
2      

  Chi2 47.48  33.02 27.59 
   Prob.(0.00)  (0.00) (0.00) 

  Chi2  11.07 6.23 5.98 
   Prob. (0.09) (0.40) (0.43) 

  Chi2 5.21 4.42 4.49 3.00 
   Prob.(0.52) (0.62) (0.61) (0.81) 

^2  Chi2 6.32 5.28 4.79 3.45 
   Prob.(0.39) (0.51) (0.57) (0.75) 

 '    Chi2    5.92 
   Prob.   (0.43) 

   Chi2    10.01 
   Prob.   (0.12) 

   Chi2    4.22 
   Prob.   (0.65) 

1.              ,   
 �    - ) "(.  

2 .           . 
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         '-7.1 : Multinomial Logit      1 

 - )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  
"        

   0.251  0.290 0.300 
   (2.76)  (2.80) (2.78) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.30) (1.13) (0.87) 
   -0.313 -0.238 -0.196 -0.156 
   (-2.30) (-1.62) (-1.31) (-0.80) 
  ^2 0.004 0.003 0.003 0.002 
   (2.59) (1.79) (1.63) (1.02) 
       
   2 No No No Yes 

 , 
) 401 (     

   0.364  0.383 0.395 
   (5.90)  (5.51) (5.51) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (2.43) (0.40) (0.49) 
   -0.109 -0.155 -0.127 -0.307 
   (-0.92) (-1.26) (-0.98) (-1.80) 
  ^2 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.003 
   (0.86) (0.94) (0.91) (1.68) 
       
   2 No No No Yes 

 , 
 )402 (     

   0.085  0.126 0.141 
   (1.07)  (1.39) (1.48) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.51) (0.01) (0.27) 
   0.011 0.033 0.061 -0.032 
   (0.07) (0.17) (0.32) (-0.13) 
  ^2 -0.000 -0.001 -0.001 0.000 
   (-0.12) (-0.26) (-0.35) (0.12) 
       
   2 No No No Yes 

      
   0.131  0.132 0.108 
   (2.38)  (2.00) (1.58) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (1.42) (0.62) (1.10) 
   -0.114 -0.170 -0.140 0.086 
   (-1.13) (-1.45) (-1.19) (0.52) 
  ^2 0.001 0.002 0.002 -0.001 
   (1.16) (1.28) (1.12) (-0.46) 

        
   2 No No No Yes 
            

  328 288 288 284 
LR   58.55 18.06 57.28 79.99 

Z  . 
1.  :     . 
2.   :    -83 ,  )  ( -83, 
        . 
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 '-7.2:    Multinomial Logit       

 
  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 13.68 5.34 12.26 16.93 "    Prob.(0.00) (0.15) (0.02) (0.018) 
 Chi2 37.85 9.20 35.82 38.14  ,  

)401 (  Prob.(0.00) (0.03) (0.00) (0.00) 
 Chi2 1.70 0.72 2.57 3.26  ,  

)402 (  Prob.(0.64) (0.87) (0.63) (0.86) 
 Chi2 7.18 4.15 7.63 13.80    Prob.(0.07) (0.25) (0.11) (0.05) 

 
2      

  Chi2 36.87  32.46 32.38 
   Prob.(0.00)  (0.00) (0.00) 

  Chi2  6.88 2.16 2.52 
   Prob. (0.14) (0.71) (0.64) 

  Chi2 5.86 4.66 3.19 4.51 
   Prob.(0.21) (0.32) (0.53) (0.34) 

^2  Chi2 7.20 4.47 3.77 4.12 
   Prob.(0.13) (0.35) (0.44) (0.39) 

 '    Chi2    4.44 
   Prob.   (0.35) 

   Chi2    8.43 
   Prob.   (0.08) 

   Chi2    6.44 
   Prob.   (0.17) 

1.              ,   
 �     .  

2 .           . 
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 '-8 :    -  probit 
 
   

)  ( 
  
 

 

  
-83

-0.001
(-0.36)

-0.002
(-0.51)

-0.007 
(-1.36)

-0.008
(-1.52)

-0.006
(-1.16)

0.006
(0.87)

0.006
(0.79)

0.007
(1.08)

  
-83 

 

-0.000
(-0.36)

-0.000
(-0.52)

0.000
(0.69)

0.000
(0.53)

0.000
(0.45)

-0.000
(-1.19)

-0.000
(-1.29)

-0.000
(-1.51)

 -83 
 

0.008
(2.31)

0.011
(2.32)

0.012
(3.06)

0.008
(1.47)

0.012
(2.47)

 ' 
" -83 

-0.019
(-2.36)

-0.022
(-2.75)

-0.007
(-0.67)

-0.013
(-1.31)

-0.003
(-0.36)

-0.049
(-3.43)

-0.050
(-3.50)

-0.050
(-3.85)

 " 
-83

0.001
(1.76)

0.001
(2.85)

0.000
(0.83)

0.001
(1.75)

0.001
(1.52)

0.001
(2.35)

 

  -0.011
(-0.55)

-0.016
(-0.84)

-0.014 
(-0.56)

-0.022
(-0.84)

-0.010
(-0.45)

-0.018
(-0.55)

-0.024
(-0.73)

-0.020
(-0.70)

 ' 
 

-0.001
(-2.06)

-0.001
(-2.01)

-0.001
(-1.67)

-0.001
(-1.58)

-0.001
(-2.26)

-0.001
(-1.33)

-0.001
(-1.33)

-0.001
(-0.97)

  
-83

0.084
(2.73)

0.085
(2.73)

0.049
(0.79)

0.049
(0.78)

0.027
(0.47)

0.231
(3.55)

0.226
(3.47)

0.232
(3.81)

  
-83  

-0.001
(-2.42)

-0.001
(-2.42) 

-0.001
(-0.66)

-0.001
(-0.65) 

-0.000 
(-0.30)

-0.004
(-3.40)

-0.004
(-3.31)

-0.004
(-3.62)

'   
-83

-0.037
(-4.85)

-0.036
(-4.70)

-0.020
(-1.94) 

-0.017
(-1.65)

-0.016
(-1.72)

-0.046
(-3.18)

-0.047
(-3.21)

-0.045
(-3.28)

'   
-83  

0.001
(4.38)

0.001
(4.24)

0.000
(1.60)

0.000
(1.32)

0.000
(1.32)

0.001
(2.46)

0.001
(2.51)

0.001
(2.54)

         
Pseudo R20.090.090.080.070.080.150.140.14

 ' 1,2261,226713713805513513595
z  . 

 �             . 

  :0=    )     ( ;1 = -83    -95   

  . 

  " " .     "    1983 -1995. 

     -95   . 
    �  " .  � . 

  �   -83. 
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        :'-9.1:   Multinomial Logit       1 

 - )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  
  

)401 ,600 (      

   2  0.119  0.121 0.098 
   (1.15)  (1.09) (0.80) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.22) (0.60) (0.63) 
   1.872 2.496 2.506 2.556 
   (1.94) (2.25) (2.24) (2.18) 
  ^2 -0.033 -0.043 -0.043 -0.043 
   (-2.01) (-2.27) (-2.25) (-2.18) 
       
   3 No No No Yes 

 
  4      

   2 0.091  0.109 0.149 
   (1.25)  (1.37) (1.63) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.48) (0.89) (1.36) 
   0.105 0.092 0.127 -0.128 
   (0.66) (0.56) (0.76) (-0.60) 
  ^2 -0.001 -0.001 -0.001 0.002 
   (-0.54) (-0.47) (-0.61) (0.71) 
       
   3 No No No Yes 

 
      

   2 0.077  0.081 0.036 
   (0.82)  (0.82) (0.31) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (0.38) (0.64) (0.54) 
   0.434 0.518 0.521 0.800 
   (1.17) (1.29) (1.32) (1.52) 
  ^2 -0.007 -0.008 -0.008 -0.012 
   (-1.19) (-1.32) (-1.31) (-1.52) 

        
   3 No No No Yes 
            

  118 109 109 107 
LR   26.42 23.30 25.84 33.39 

Z  . 
1. :    )  ( )     .( 
2 . � -83 )  -95  .( 
3.   :    -83 ,  )  ( -83, 
       . 
4 .     . 
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 '-9.2:    Multinomial Logit        

 
  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 5.80 5.21 6.13 5.46   )401 ,

600 (  Prob.(0.12) (0.16) (0.19) (0.60) 
 Chi2 2.10 0.90 2.75 7.27    Prob.(0.55) (0.82) (0.60) (0.40) 
 Chi2 2.52 1.79 2.70 3.56    Prob.(0.47) (0.62) (0.61) (0.83) 

 
2      

  Chi2 2.26  2.42 2.89 
   Prob.(0.52)  (0.49) (0.41) 

  Chi2  0.29 1.01 1.92 
   Prob. (0.96) (0.80) (0.59) 

  Chi2 4.97 6.38 6.54 7.44 
   Prob.(0.17) (0.09) (0.09) (0.06) 

^2  Chi2 5.27 6.58 6.58 7.58 
   Prob.(0.15) (0.09) (0.09) (0.06) 

 '    Chi2    5.41 
   Prob.   (0.14) 

   Chi2    2.40 
   Prob.   (0.49) 

   Chi2    0.29 
   Prob.   (0.96) 

1.              ,   
 �   ) ( .  

2 .           . 
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        '-10.1:  Multinomial Logit       1 

 - )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  
 )600 (

     

   2 0.489  0.387 0.393 
   (3.07)  (2.25) (2.34) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (2.18) (0.88) (1.42) 
   -0.035 -0.012 -0.098 0.345 
   (-0.09) (-0.03) (-0.23) (0.68) 
  ^2 0.001 -0.001 0.001 -0.004 
   (0.10) (-0.09) (0.19) (-0.55) 
       
   3 No No No Yes 

 
  4     

   2 0.195  0.168 0.148 
   (2.43)  (1.82) (1.53) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (1.74) (0.64) (1.26) 
   -0.268 -0.264 -0.278 -0.312 
   (-1.45) (-1.25) (-1.26) (-1.18) 
  ^2 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.005 
   (1.62) (1.32) (1.43) (1.38) 
       
   3 No No No Yes 

 
      

   2 0.414  0.397 0.420 
   (3.64)  (3.08) (2.95) 
    0.000 0.000 0.000 
    (1.33) (0.26) (0.74) 
   -0.233 -0.258 -0.336 -0.288 
   (-0.97) (-1.01) (-1.23) (-0.81) 
  ^2 0.003 0.003 0.004 0.004 
   (0.94) (0.86) (1.25) (0.94) 

      
   3 No No No Yes 
            

  131 107 107 102 
LR   27.89 11.69 25.66 42.47 

Z  . 
1. :    )  ( ) " ,   

  .( 
2 . � -83 )  -95  .( 
3.   :    -83 ,  )  ( -83, 
       . 
4 .     . 
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 '-10.2:    Multinomial Logit       
 

 
  )1(  )2(  )3(  )4(  

1      
 Chi2 9.72 5.21 8.51 12.74  )600 (  Prob.(0.02) (0.16) (0.07) (0.08) 
 Chi2 7.01 4.15 6.51 8.22    Prob.(0.07) (0.25) (0.16) (0.31) 
 Chi2 13.68 3.00 10.88 16.47    Prob.(0.00) (0.39) (0.03) (0.02) 

 
2      

  Chi2 16.46  10.80 10.48 
   Prob.(0.00)  (0.01) (0.01) 

  Chi2  5.40 1.60 2.52 
   Prob. (0.14) (0.66) (0.47) 

  Chi2 2.35 1.97 2.14 2.81 
   Prob.(0.50) (0.58) (0.54) (0.42) 

^2  Chi2 2.84 2.11 2.53 3.19 
   Prob.(0.42) (0.55) (0.47) (0.36) 

 '    Chi2    4.92 
   Prob.   (0.18) 

   Chi2    6.21 
   Prob.   (0.10) 

   Chi2    6.95 
   Prob.   (0.07) 

1.              ,   
 �   ) ( .  

2 .           . 

 


