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2 The achievement 

showed that the achievement gap between the groups in the various disciplines has 

widened in recent years, mainly as a result of the weakening of the Arabic-speaking 
3 4 found that 

although the achievement gaps are considerable, in recent years they have actually 

achievement gap in mathematics in favor of Hebrew speakers, but this is greatly 

diminished when considering the socioeconomic background of the individuals. They 
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One of the hypotheses about the source of the sectoral achievement gaps is that 

5

to date has not led to a narrowing of the gaps. However, this argument ignores the 

6 

5 

6  

presented.   
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Figure 1 

Achievement Gaps between Hebrew and Arabic Speaking Stuedents in PISA and 

Various Upper School Indices

SOURCE: Based on Ministry of Education, the Educational picture: Upper secondary school.

SOURCE: Based on RAMA 2019.
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7, showed that the probability of success of Arabic-speaking 

boys was lower than that of their Hebrew-speaking counterparts in all the variables 

impact on the gaps between the groups. 

8

9:

10

7 

8  
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264073234-en. 

9 https://edu.gov.il/sites/Shaar/Pages/madad_tipuach.
10 
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schools11

12 Although there is 

11 

12 

43

37
33

31
28

32

25 26 25 24

0

25

Hebrew speakers Arabic speakers

SOURCE: Transparency in Education findings.

6%

15%
20% 20%

39%

63%

24%

7% 6%

0%

Hebrew speakers Arabic speakers

A. Distribution of Secondary School Students, 
B. Average Cost per Secondary School 
Student, by Sector and Nurture Quintile, 
NIS thousands



SELECTED STUDIES

19

13

14 

13 

2019.
14 

Developments in the Years 2006–17, Taub Center for Social Policy Research In Israel.
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Similar results were also obtained by using an econometric model that compares 

regarding the academic years 2014–2018.15

Where is the outcome variable of school s in year t. The outcome variables 

16

17  is a dummy variable that 

of the school: the median seniority of the teachers, the median seniority of the teachers 

The dummy variable for an Arabic-speaking school represents the achievement gap 

between an Arabic-speaking school and a Hebrew-speaking school when considering 

15  https://shkifut.education.gov.il/national
16 

website.
17 
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18 The 

18 

1 2 3 4 5

Dropout rate 0.38** -0.90*** -0.68*** -1.02*** -0.67***

-9.93*** 10.42*** 0.83*** 19.39*** 16.74***

0.01 6.78*** 6.81*** 8.36*** 8.69***

-18.15*** 2.72* -0.80 6.90*** 3.22*

-2.22*** 6.63*** 4.58*** 7.70*** 6.88***

X V V V V

School characteristics X X X V V

V V X V X

1 Estimation
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the comparison is focused on schools in a similar socioeconomic cross-section.  

indices and the lack of overlap between the Hebrew-speaking schools and the Arabic-

speaking schools in the number of schools included in the nurture indices, especially 

82 percent of all Hebrew-speaking high schools and 12–65 percent of all Arabic-

19

deciles and in Column 8 we also included Deciles 1 and 2, which do not have Arabic-

speaking schools. The results show that the achievement gaps in favor of the Arabic-

may bias the results in favor of the Arabic-speaking schools, due to the dropping out 

19 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Dropout rate -0.61*** -0.63*** -0.65*** -0.65*** -0.68*** -0.73*** -0.62*** -0.60***

8.80*** 8.72*** 7.43*** 7.50*** 5.94** 5.82* 11.16*** 10.46***

8.01*** 8.00*** 9.74*** 8.68*** 6.81*** 6.32*** 17.37*** 17.20***

0.45 0.13 1.48 1.05 -0.80 -0.34 7.09** 6.77**

6.25*** 6.23*** 6.83*** 5.91*** 4.58*** 4.34*** 11.69*** 11.41***

Nurture indices 2-9 3-9 3-8 4-8 5-8 6-8 3-5 1-5

Percent of secondary school that are Hebrew speakers 82% 68% 61% 50% 41% 32% 30% 58%

Percent of secondary school that are Arabic speakers 65% 65% 41% 35% 32% 29% 12% 12%

*The row was calculated relative to the number of schools included in the estimation out of total schools in the relevant population.

2 
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is an overlap in the nurture indices. Given the low resources allocated to them, the 

achievements and skills. Detailed recommendations in this regard are included in the 

and creating progressive teacher wages. This is to attract quality teachers to schools 

where the improvement of achievement is an educational challenge of primary 

analysis presented above regarding the Arabic-speaking schools in the higher nurture 

20 
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in the years 2016–20, with the aim of “reducing the social and economic gaps in the minority sectors in 

economics, education and higher education, empowering local authorities and society and community. 

program by 2021, including: 

Reduction of dropout rate to 3 percent.

Increasing the number of children and youth participating in informal education activities.

Applicants to Teaching Colleges – Increasing the admission requirements for teaching colleges, 

among other things, to help absorb Arabic-speaking teachers into the Hebrew-speaking 
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Integrating quality metrics into teacher placement procedures in Arab society – A tool 

that is intended to help sort candidates based on achievements in the training program. 

localities with the aim of adapting the training to the unique needs of the place.

Professional development throughout the career – 

Simulation workshops in Arabic – Using actors to simulate various situations in the 

classroom.

and more. 


